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As chair of the National Review Board, a body of lay Catholics who oversee implementation of the bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, I also want to thank Dr. Karen Terry and the staff and consultants of the John Jay College for this report.
We chose John Jay to do both the Nature and Scope and this study because it is a highly qualified, teaching and research institution, well versed in both criminal justice and the workings of large bureaucratic organizations. It also had no prior relationship to the Catholic Church. The goal was to provide an in-depth, comprehensive understanding of the factors that led to the sexual abuse of children by priests in order to do all that is humanly possible to prevent such a crisis from ever occurring again.
Through its extensive processes of data collection and statistical analyses, researchers found, in the words of the report, “The ‘crisis’ of sexual abuse of minors by Catholic priests is an historical problem.” Researchers also concluded that much of what has been implemented through the Charter has been and is effective in preventing further acts of abuse. However, this in no way should lull us as a Church into complacency. There will always be adults who are attracted to children in society and in the church. Thus, we must always be on guard and do all that is possible to prevent sexual abuse.
 John Jay reports that most cases occurred in the 60s and 70s, a time, John Jay notes, of upheaval in many areas of society. However, from the position of the National Review Board, I want to emphasize that none of the information included in this report should be interpreted as making excuses for the terrible acts of abuse that occurred. There are no excuses.

There is much that the Church has to learn from this report, and much of it is difficult. The bottom line is that the Church was wrong not to put children first for all of those years/decades. 
The church can take a measure of comfort in the fact that the numbers of abuse cases have dropped dramatically. Others can learn from our experience and we are willing to help them, but the ones who must learn first of all are ourselves – bishops, priests and the Catholic community. Given the scope of the problem the hurt and damage it causes, the shattering of trust in God’s very representatives, we can never do too much to prevent it from recurring.

The National Review Board wishes to thank the U.S. bishops for addressing this painful reality. Each and every case of abuse is a tragedy. A crime. We would be a sorry church if such news of sexual abuse were treated as commonplace. John Jay tells us that this problem is primarily one of the past. Hopefully this is so, but we cannot let awareness of it go away lest it return in our future. Protection of children must be part and parcel of every parish, school and faith community in America; indeed, in the entire world. 
