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Catholic parishes across the United States are prgpamce again to celebrate Respect Life
Sunday, falling this year on October 1. This is a timadowledge, with gratitude and a
profound sense of wonder, the mystery of human lifeaBse each of us is created, loved and
redeemed by God, every human life is priceless, deserspgctand protection.

We pause, too, to thank those who help foster respelifieferin pregnancy care centers,
hospices, legislative assemblies, homes, schools ariglaces. Because of their efforts we can
point to continuing signs of progress toward a culturehickvhuman life is cherished. Young
people are leading the way through their enthusiastidvieutent in pro-life education and
activism. Equally impressive is the growing number of gaagmmitted to living chastely until
marriage, a trend that has contributed substantiatlyg@ontinuing decline in abortions.

Public sentiment overall is changing as well. Today ardynall minority of Americans favors
the policy of virtually unlimited abortion imposed on oatian by the U.S. Supreme Court’s
abortion decisions. Even laws to prevent the killinglafdren who are already four-fifths
delivered have been ruled unconstitutional. The public debagpamial-birth abortion has
awakened many Americans to the violence of abortiontten&upreme Court itself will soon
take another look at the issue when it reviews a fétaraon this horrendous practice. Also
encouraging for a culture of life is an increased opjpwosiparticularly among committed
Catholics, to the use of the death penalty.

These and other signs of progress are true advancesr rétknt developments, though hailed
as forms of technical progress, are regressive and hamthéir effects on human life.

The RU-486 abortion pill was hailed as a “safe” wayrtd a pregnancy. But for hundreds of
American women, an abortion by this method has meaatgency room visits for blood
transfusions, emergency surgery, or treatment for seousetimes lethal infections.

Another drug, called Plan B, has been approved by the &ub®rug Administration for
“emergency contraception.” Yet the prescribing informafar pharmacists and physicians
admits that the drug may sometimes act by making it isiplesfor a newly conceived embryo



to survive. The risks to women include a host of bleedisgrders and an increased risk of
ectopic pregnancy.

In the field of stem cell research, the genuine and iggppromise of treatments using adult
stem cells is often downplayed or ignored, while exadgdrar even fraudulent claims are made
for avenues that require destroying early human live5Stédm Cell Research and Cures
Initiative” offered for the November ballot in Missounakes the usual irresponsible claims for
“miracle cures” from embryonic stem cells, and addsws cynical twist: While claiming to

ban human cloning, it would actually elevate the cloningushan embryos for destructive
research to the status of a constitutional right.

In 1973 the Supreme Court ignored the facts of humamlifieet womb, as well as the facts
about abortion’s negative effects on women, to find atitotional “right” to abortion. Today,
in the same way, powerful groups in our society wouldngtimasic facts to promote a narrow
and divisive view of the human person — a view in which dfife is a mere problem, or even
an object of research and exploitation, rather thardtvine mystery it truly is. Let us educate
and motivate ourselves to ensure that truth — the gaeartd medical truth, and the profound
truth about the dignity of each human person — willeasingly inform and guide our society’'s
decisions about human life.

Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
3211 4th Street, N.E., Washington, DC 20017-1194 (202) 541-3070



