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Appeal for Prayer in Solidarity with Persecuted Christians

We gather in prayer for the unity of all Christians on this first day of Christian Unity Week.  Together we profess our faith in Jesus Christ Son of God who died, rose and lives now in His Body, the Church.  We rejoice in our common fellowship and in solidarity with the followers of Jesus everywhere.  

As Christians we pray for religious freedom for all.  The religious conscience of each person should be respected and defended by all faiths. 

Assembled in the Lord’s name, we express our common concern for the recent savage attacks on Christians in a number of places throughout the world.  We lament the tragic loss of life and the cruel violation of human dignity.  

We call on all Christian Churches to renew our pledge to earnestly pray for the unity of the disciples of the Lord Jesus during this difficult time, for as St. Paul reminds us, we are part of the one body of Christ.  “If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is honored, all the parts share its joy.” (I Cor. 12.12-27) The terrible suffering of fellow Christians urges us now to stand in solidarity with them, to pray with them and for them.  

We publicly recommit our mutual responsibility to seek the common good of all humanity.  We work, hand in hand, with people of every culture and creed for peace that is rooted in justice. 

In this way, we make our prayers one with that of Christ himself, “that they may all be one.” (Jn. 17.21) 













